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Dear Parents,

A new vaccine has been licensed by the Food and Drug Administration.  The name of the vaccine is Tdap.  It is a combination vaccine that contains tetanus toxoid, diphtheria toxoid and acellular pertussis.  The advisory committee on immunization practices (ACIP) voted to recommend Tdap vaccine for adolescents aged 10 – 18 years old.   This vaccine is a single-dose (one time use) booster to provide protection against tetanus, diphtheria and pertussis (whooping cough).  The VFC (Vaccinations for Children Program) is currently covering the cost for children 10 to 18 years of age who qualify for VFC.  A VFC eligibility screening is printed below.  If you have health insurance that does cover vaccines, your child can receive the vaccine at their doctor’s office.  If your child qualifies for VFC and you would like your child to receive the Tdap vaccination, please call our office for an appointment (324-1741).  If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to call our office and ask for Kelli Dorsey RN or visit the website www.cdc.gov/nip and look for more information on Tdap.  Below are some common guidelines to remember.

· Adolescents who have a history of pertussis (whooping cough) generally should receive Tdap according to the routine recommendations.
· Adolescents aged 10 – 18 years should receive a single dose of Tdap instead of Td(tetanus) for booster immunization against tetanus, diphtheria and pertussis if they have completed the recommended childhood DTP/DTaP vaccination series and have not received Td or Tdap.
· A 5 year interval between Td (tetanus) and Tdap is encouraged to reduce the risk of local systemic reactions.  However, intervals shorter than 5 years between Td and Tdap may be used.  The benefit of using Tdap at shorter intervals to protect against pertussis generally outweigh the risk of local or systemic reactions after vaccination in settings with increased risk of pertussis or its complications.
VFC Eligibility For Children 10 – 18 years old
This child qualifies for vaccination through the VFC program because he/she is 10 - 18 years old and : (check only one box below)

A) is enrolled in Medicaid (T-19)  ____

B) does not have any health insurance  ____

C) is American Indian or Alaskan Native _____

D) does have health insurance, but it does not pay for vaccines _____

If ANY of the above boxes are checked, your child can receive the Tdap vaccine FREE of charge.
If your child has Hawk-I Insurance or health insurance that covers vaccinations, they will need to get the Tdap vaccine at their physician’s office. 
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