WORTH COUNTY CONSERVATION BOARD
MINUTES

AUGUST 3, 2006

President Vansteenburg called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  Board members also present were Randy Sime and Troy Christiansen.  Others present were Dan Block and Dean Mueller.

Sime moved to approve the agenda.  Second by Christiansen.  Motion carried.

Sime moved to approve the minutes.  Second by Christiasen.  Motion carried.

Director’s report:

1. There was a problem at the Silver Lake campground last weekend.  Someone managed to get all the envelopes out of the iron ranger.  We lost about $120 in revenue.  This is the first time this has happened.

2. There has been a request to put the board minutes on the website.  I sent the July minutes to Joel and will start sending them after each meeting.

3. Large amount of activity at Kuennen’s Quarry.  Not to many problems and Skip has moved in and is occasionally in the park.

4. We have most of the rock on the sides of the jetty at Silver Lake.  Will be meeting with Wahl to inspect the work next Monday.

5. The tractor ride that used to start at Sorbo’s will start from the Silver Lake Park on August 12.

6. There will be an Emergency Mgt. exorcise at Christianson-Taylor on August 19 using horses to search for a missing person.

7. At some point we will need to decide on what to do about the horse issue at Ochee Yahola.  I believe that the 2 years trial period is up this fall.

8. A wet blade mower may be the answer to the brush problems on the WRP areas.

9. One set of keys for the cabin at Kuennen’s has been lost.
Christiansen moved to sell the aluminum trailer to Secondary Roads and purchase a new trailer that will meet our needs.  Second by Sime.  Motion carried.

Naturalist’s report:

July Naturalist Report

	5-Jul
	YNP
	Canoe

	6-Jul
	YNP
	Canoe

	10-Jul
	YNP
	Photography Manly and Northwood (2)

	11-Jul
	YNP
	Photography Manly and Northwood (2)

	12-Jul
	YNP
	Photography Manly and Northwood (2)

	13-Jul
	YNP
	Photography Manly and Northwood (2)

	17-Jul
	YNP
	Stream wading Manly and Northwood (2)

	18-Jul
	YNP
	Stream wading Manly and Northwood (2)

	19-Jul
	YNP
	Stream wading Manly and Northwood (2)

	20-Jul
	YNP
	Stream wading Manly and Northwood (2)

	24-Jul
	YNP
	Shooting Manly and Northwood (2)

	25-Jul
	YNP
	Shooting Manly and Northwood (2)

	26-Jul
	YNP
	Shooting Manly and Northwood (2)

	27-Jul
	YNP
	Shooting Manly and Northwood (2)

	31-Jul
	YNP
	Fishing Manly and Northwood (2)

	
	
	

	
	
	28 programs


Saw a family group of otters on the Shell Rock during one canoe trip, at least 5 of them.

Stream wading seemed to have lower diversity of fish and minnow species than typical.  We did see fingerling northern pike on turtle creek (flows into the shell rock south side of Northwood) which would indicate successful spawning of pike.  Willow creek had an abundance of clams on the bottom, but only 3 species.

Information Only………………

I’d like to investigate the possibility of offering a ICN class in the high school on Mammalogy (spring semester).  It would be offered in conjunction with Mrs Knudson.  Positives could be that we offer a new class to our local high school students, and we get to share the money that teaching the class would generate.  

Principal and superintendent are OK with our idea, Mrs Knudson is OK with the idea.  Mrs Knudson would be the teacher on record, and I would be the guest lecturer 4 or 5 days a week.   We would offer it the same time as ecology class and the days I don’t teach the mammalogy class, I go to ecology (so no real demand for extra work on Mrs Knudson’s time).

Scheduling -  I took a quick look at a previous spring calendar and 17 of the days I had something that would be a time/schedule conflict (including days with travel time to other schools for a 9:15 class).  Some  conflicts were with the Ecology class.  9:15 seems to be my primary time to start morning programs with Northwood lower elementry.

Christiansen moved to accept the Naturalist report.  Second by Sime.  Motion carried.

Sime moved to approve the updated three year plan.  Second by Christiansen.  Motion carried.

At this time none of the board members were planning to attend the annual meeting in Scott County.

There was some discussion on the employee retention plan.  The item was tabled until the October meeting in hopes of having all board members present. 

The phase 2 archaeology report prepared by ISU was discussed.  At this time they still do not have enough information to release the site for development or place it on the list of historically significant sites.  Christiansen moved to hire ISU to continue working of the issue (cost estimate of around $4,000) to either find a time-diagnostic artifact or release the site for development.  Second by Sime.  Motion carried.  
Possible rule changes were discussed.  The Director was asked to research the use of “boots” to immobilize campers that don’t promptly register.

The Director showed changes that he recommended for the counties brochure and asked if the board had any changes.  Joel Rohne recommended that we make the brochure available on the website as a pdf file.  Everyone thought that would be a good idea.

Purchase of a new van was discussed and Block was asked to get some price quotes and ask about fleet pricing.

The September board meeting will be the projects tour and the board will meet at the office at 5:30 PM.

Sime moved to pay the following bills:

	Randall Transit Mix Co
	
	 $2,249.74 

	Worth County Engineer
	
	 $1,522.51 

	Greens Keeprs Lawn Care
	
	 $   625.00 

	Northwood Ag Products
	
	 $   524.40 

	Lawson Products
	
	 $   280.63 

	Alliant
	
	 $   260.27 

	Northwood Motor Co.
	
	 $   230.25 

	Manly Junction Signal
	
	 $   186.22 

	Northwood True Value
	
	 $   166.59 

	Heartland Power Coop
	
	 $   127.00 

	Total Glass-Lock, Inc.
	
	 $   109.00 

	Northwood Equipment
	
	 $     93.72 

	Visa
	
	 $     83.76 

	Mediacom
	
	 $     79.95 

	Midwest Wireless
	
	 $     68.28 

	Law Enforcement Systems
	
	 $     62.00 

	Northwood Lumber
	
	 $     58.13 

	Carquest Auto Parts
	
	 $     35.34 

	Trading Post
	
	 $     33.00 

	Northwood Coop Elevator
	
	 $     20.47 

	Martin Marietta Aggregates
	
	 $     18.44 

	Dex Media East
	
	 $     13.94 

	A&I Auto, Inc
	
	 $     12.87 

	Fallgatters Market
	
	 $     11.13 

	Northwood Welding
	
	 $       9.88 

	Dean A Mueller
	
	 $       8.20 

	
	Total
	 $  6,890.72 


Second by Christiansen.  Motion carried.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 PM.
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